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Re:  Preliminary  Environmental  Review 
Gallatin  Farmers  Co.  Class  III 
Landfill 


Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Gallatin  Co.  Courthouse,  Bozeman 
Gale  Wagner,  Gen.  Manager  Gallatin  Farmers  Co.,  P.0.  Box  127,  Belgrade 
Emery  Nelson,  R.S.,  Gallatin  Co.  Health  Dept.,  Courthouse,  Bozeman 
City-County  Planning  Board,  Box  640  City  Hall,  Bozeman 
Jack  Lunt,  Mayor,  P.  0.  Box  268,  Belgrade 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Capitol  Building,  Rm.  432,  Helena 
Tom  Ellerhoff,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  DHES , Helena 
ifffirold  Chamber,  State  Library,  Capitol  Complex,  Helena 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 


Pursuant  to  the  Administrative  Rules  of  Montana,  16.2.604, 
the  following  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  has  been  prepared  by  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  concerning  |the  Gallatin 
Farmers  Company,  Class  III  Landfill,  Belgrade. 


The  purpose  of  the  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  is  to  inform 
all  interested  governmental  agencies,  public  groups  or  individuals  of 
the  proposed  action  and  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  action  may  have 
a significant  effect  on  the  human  environment.  This  Preliminary 
Environmental  Review  will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  fifteen  (15) 
days  at  which  time  a decision  will  be  made  as  to  our  future  action. 

If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  proposed  action,  please  do  so  within 
the  allotted  time. 


JOHN  C.  GEACH 

Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 


JCG:vc 
Ends . 


I 


AN  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  EMPLOYER 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 
Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  Montana  59620 
(406)  449-2821 


PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 


Di  vi  si  on/Bureau  Environmental  Sciences/Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau . 

Project  or  Application  Gallatin  Farmers  Company  Class  III  Landfill  Application 

Description  Of  Project  The  Gallatin  Farmers  Co.  of  Belgrade,  MT  has  submitted  a solid 

waste  management  system  license  application  for  a Class  III  landfill. This 

proposed  landfill  would  be  next  to  the  Farmers  Co.  property  south  of  the 

Railroad  tracks  in  Belgrade'.  (See  Attached  Map)  This  area  presently  contains 

a large  gulley  type  excavation  which  was  dug  in  the  late  1800's  by  the  railroad 

or  road  bed  material.  The  Farmer's  Company  proposes  to  operate  a controlled 
Class  III  landfill  to  fill  this"  excavation  with  wood  chips,  sawdust,  concrete 
/ dirt  and  rocks. 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


Major 

Moderate 

Minor 

None 

Unknown 

Comments  on 
Attached  Pages 

1.  Terrestrial  & aquatic 
life  and  habitats 

X 

2.  Water  quality,  quantity 
and  distribution 

X 

3.  Geology  & soil  quality, 
stability  and  moisture 

4.  Vegetation  cover,  quant- 
ity and  quality 

5.  Aesthetics 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

6.  Ai r quali ty 

7.  Unique,  endangered, 
fragile,  or  limited 
environmental  resources 

X 

X 

X 

8.  Demands  on  environmen- 
tal resources  of  land, 
water,  air  & energy 

9.  Historical  and  archaeo- 
logical sites 

X 

X 
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POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


Comments  on 


1.  Social  structures  and 
mores 

2.  Cultural  uniqueness 
and  diversity 

3.  Local  and  state  tax 
base  & tax  revenue 

4.  Agricultural  or  in- 
dustrial production 

5.  Human  health 

6.  Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  community 
and  personal  income 

7.  Access  to  and  qua! it 
of  recreational  and 
wilderness  activities 

8.  Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  employment 

9.  Distribution  and 
density  of  populatioi 
and  housing 

10.  Demands  for  govern- 
ment services 

11.  Industrial  & commer- 
cial activity 

12.  Demands  for  energy 

13.  Locally  adopted  en- 
vironmental plans  & 
goals 

14.  Transportation  net- 
works & traffic  flow 


X 

X 

X 

X 

- 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

-• 

X 

- 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Other  groups  or  agencies  contacted  or 

which  may  have  overlapping  jurisdiction  Gallatin  County  Health  Department 


Individuals  or  groups  contributing  to  this  PER. 


Recommendation  concerning  preparation  of  EIS  No  Eis  Necessary 


PER  Prepared  by: 
Date: 
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GALLATIN  FARMERS  CO.  PER 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


3.  Geology  and  soil  quality,  stability  and  moisture 

Normal  landfill  operations  modify  the  soil's  moisture  and  stability 
within  the  filled  areas.  Some  minor  settling  may  occur  over  completed  fill 
areas.  However,  with  proper  grading  and  re-dressing  of  these  areas  no 
serious  or  long  term  settling  problems  should  result. 

5.  Aesthetics 

The  aesthetics  of  the  proposed  fill  area  will  be  altered  during  the 
active  landfilling  process.  The  long  term  impact  of  this  project  on  the 
area's  aesthetics  should  be  positive  since  the  completion  of  this  landfill 
will  improve  the  developmental  potential  of  this  property. 

4.  Air  quality 

The  development  of  this  landfill  will  provide  a disposal  alternative 
for  wood  by-products  and  sawdust  that  might  otherwise  be  disposed  of 
through  burning.  Therefore,  this  project  should  have  a positive  impact  on 
the  area's  air  quality. 

POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 
3.  Local  and  state  tax  base  and  tax  revenue 

The  completion  of  this  landfill  will  turn  unproductive  low  taxable 
property  into  developmental  property  with  a higher  taxable  evaluation. 

10.  Demands  for  government  services 

Governmental  services  will  be  required  on  the  local  and  state  levels 
for  administrative  and  inspection  services  associated  with  the  issuance  of 
a solid  waste  management  system  license  to  this  landfill. 

t 

11.  Industrial  and  commercial  activity 

The  completion  of  this  landfill  will  allow  the  Gallatin  Farmers 
Company  to  use  this  property  for  expansion.  Although  this  completed  fill 
would  not  be  suited  for  conventionally  built  structures  it  could  be  used 
for  parking  or  equipment  storage. 

12.  Demands  for  energy 

A minimal  amount  of  gasoline  and  other  petroleum  products  will  be 
consumed  in  the  periodic  maintenance  and  final  soil  covering  and  grading  of 
this  proposed  landfill. 

14.  Transportation  networks  and  traffic  flows 

This  landfill  will  be  fenced  and  controlled.  However  it  is  proposed 
that  anyone  with  suitable  materials  will  be  allowed  to  use  the  site.  Large 
commercial  wood  chip  trucks  and  private  vehicles  will  be  travelling  to  the 
site  using  local  streets  and  roads.  No  significant  increase  in  traffic 
flow  is  expected  on  these  roads  as  a result  of  this  landfill  project. 
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